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PHIL 334: Pandemic Ethics

PPE in a Time of Pandemic
Thursday, March 4th 

1pm ET / 10am PT 
https://ppe.unc.edu/event/ppe-in-a-time-
of-pandemic-vaccine-distribution-justice
-and-the-pandemic/

Come for the bonus points,
Stay for the knowledge!

Lisa Herzog (Groningen University) and Brian 
Berkey (University of Pennsylvania) on Vaccine 
Distribution and Justice How the pandemic is 

forcing women out of 
the workforce
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The Highlight
by Vox 

How the pandemic is forcing 
women out of the workforce, 
explained in a comic.
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Liberal Feminism

The Pandemic and Gender Equality

Liberal Feminism: 
Focuses on freedom and equality

Envisions a world in which 
everyone (including women) are 
free to make their own choices.

Associated with first-wave feminism

Think: women’s suffrage, equal access to 
education, etc. 

The Pandemic and Gender Equality
“Feminism is not simply a matter of 
getting a smattering of individual women 
into positions of power and privilege 
within existing social hierarchies.”

“It is rather about overcoming those 
hierarchies.”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eio-dIGhplo


“The trouble is, this feminism is focused 
on encouraging educated middle-class 
women to ‘lean in’ and ‘crack the glass 
ceiling’ --- in other words, to climb the 
corporate ladder.”

“...Its beneficiaries can only be women of 
the professional-managerial class.”

“So this is not, and cannot be, a 
feminism for all women!”

“The mainstream feminism 
of the present aligns itself 
with the needs and values of 
contemporary neoliberal 
capitalism.”

The Pandemic and Gender Equality



The Pandemic and Gender Equality

Gina Schouten doesn’t think that 
“Liberal Feminism” should 
“Declare Bankruptcy”. 

Liberal Feminism is not the 
same thing as corporate ‘lean in’ 
feminism.

What’s her 
argument?
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Midterm
Podcast Assignment

See Blackboard for
details



PPE in a Time of Pandemic
Thursday, March 4th 

1pm ET / 10am PT 
https://ppe.unc.edu/event/ppe-in-a-time-
of-pandemic-vaccine-distribution-justice
-and-the-pandemic/

Come for the bonus points,
Stay for the knowledge!

Lisa Herzog (Groningen University) and Brian 
Berkey (University of Pennsylvania) on Vaccine 
Distribution and Justice

Gina Schouten in Defense of 
Liberal Feminism

Gender Equality and The Pandemic

(1) Mothers are 3 times as likely as 
fathers to have lost their jobs 
during the pandemic.

(2) 33% of unemployed women cite 
“childcare demands” as the 
reason (compared to 12% for 
men).

(3) Over half of “essential workers” 
are women (which are often 
underpaid). 

Why? 
Because women-dominated sectors (e.g., 
hospitality) have been hard hit.
Also, women have been shouldering a 
disproportionate amount of parenting work.

“The suffering wrought by the pandemic has 
fallen heavily on low-income and minority 
women and single mothers, who do the bulk 
of jobs that involve virus exposure and the 
bulk of work in the service industry that has 
seen the greatest job losses.”

https://ppe.unc.edu/event/ppe-in-a-time-of-pandemic-vaccine-distribution-justice-and-the-pandemic/
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Discussion Questions
Discussion Question 

1
Gendered Division of Labor: 

What is it?

In the background of this 
dispute is that there is a 
“gendered division of labor”.

Do you think this is true? Can 
you think of examples?

Discussion Question 
2

Gendered Division of Labor: 
Unjust?

In the background of this 
dispute is that there is a 
“gendered division of labor”.

Is it unjust? And, if so, for what 
reason? (Is it because of an 
unfair distribution of goods?)

Gender Equality and The Pandemic

(1) Mothers are 3 times as likely as 
fathers to have lost their jobs 
during the pandemic.

(2) 33% of unemployed women cite 
“childcare demands” as the 
reason (compared to 12% for 
men).

(3) Over half of “essential workers” 
are women (which are often 
underpaid). 

Why? 
Because women-dominated sectors (e.g., 
hospitality) have been hard hit.
Also, women have been shouldering a 
disproportionate amount of parenting work.

“The suffering wrought by the pandemic has 
fallen heavily on low-income and minority 
women and single mothers, who do the bulk 
of jobs that involve virus exposure and the 
bulk of work in the service industry that has 
seen the greatest job losses.”



Nancy Fraser’s 
Critique of Liberal 
Feminism

“The trouble is, this feminism is focused 
on encouraging educated middle-class 
women to ‘lean in’ and ‘crack the glass 
ceiling’ --- in other words, to climb the 
corporate ladder.”

“...Its beneficiaries can only be women of 
the professional-managerial class.”

“So this is not, and cannot be, a 
feminism for all women!”

What is Nancy 
Fraser’s worry?



Gender Equality and The Pandemic Gender Equality and The Pandemic

Gina Schouten doesn’t think that 
“Liberal Feminism” should 
“Declare Bankruptcy”. 

Liberal Feminism is not the 
same thing as corporate ‘lean in’ 
feminism.

Is she right? Can Liberal Feminism 
condemn corporate ‘lean in’ feminism? 

Gender Equality and The Pandemic

Gina Schouten doesn’t think that 
“Liberal Feminism” should 
“Declare Bankruptcy”. 

Liberal Feminism is not the 
same thing as corporate ‘lean in’ 
feminism.

“I argue … that by the lights of liberalism 
properly understood, egalitarian 
structural change isn’t optional. It’s a 
demand of legitimacy, and those who 
invoke liberalism to oppose it are making 
a mistake about liberal values and the 
reasons they generate.”

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

First Thought:
Liberal Feminism contributed to the 
rise of neoliberalism. 

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Neoliberalism:
Emphasizes economic liberty, free enterprise, 
and free-market capitalism (incl., privatization, 
deregulation, globalization, free trade, austerity 
measures, etc.) [20th century]



Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

First Thought:
Liberal Feminism contributed to the 
rise of neoliberalism. 

Schouten’s Response:
“But liberals too can condemn 
feminist complicity with 
neoliberalism, and they can do it 
without relinquishing their 
characteristic commitment to 
preserving women’s autonomy and 
choice.”

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Neoliberalism:
Emphasizes economic liberty, free enterprise, 
and free-market capitalism (incl., privatization, 
deregulation, globalization, free trade, austerity 
measures, etc.) [20th century]

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

Second Thought:
Many liberals are more focused on 
women “breaking the glass ceiling” 
rather than the women left to “clean 
up the shards”. 

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Liberal Feminists

Corporate ‘lean 
in’ feminists

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

Second Thought:
Many liberals are, in fact, corporate 
‘lean in’ feminists.

Schouten’s Response:
“But non-corporate liberal feminism 
is vast, and it has the theoretical 
resources to criticize corporate 
feminism from within.”

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Liberal Feminists

Corporate ‘lean 
in’ feminists

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

Third Thought:
Even non-corporate liberal feminists 
ignore the women “left cleaning up 
the shards”.   

It is “middle-class feminism” 
because it focuses on policies that 
rely on exploited labor.

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Liberal Feminists

Policies:
Subsidized childcare

Paid caregiving leaves



“The trouble is, this feminism is focused 
on encouraging educated middle-class 
women to ‘lean in’ and ‘crack the glass 
ceiling’ --- in other words, to climb the 
corporate ladder.”

“...Its beneficiaries can only be women of 
the professional-managerial class.”

“So this is not, and cannot be, a 
feminism for all women!”

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

Third Thought:
Even non-corporate liberal feminists 
ignore the women “left cleaning up 
the shards”.   

It is “middle-class feminism” 
because it focuses on policies that 
rely on exploited labor.

How does Schouten respond?

Egalitarian:
In favor of equality (of some sort or other)

Liberal:
Emphasizes the importance of individual rights, 
liberties, autonomy, tolerance of others’ 
choices, etc. [19th century]

Liberal Feminists

Policies:
Subsidized childcare

Paid caregiving leaves

Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant? Is Egalitarian Liberal Feminism Irrelevant?

Schouten continues:
“Liberalism offers a strong evaluative grounding for demands of justice on behalf 
of women across the social hierarchy—and indeed for demands that that 
hierarchy be demolished. The social subordination to which we subject the 
women sweeping up the shards is unjust on grounds of the freedom and 
equality that liberalism celebrates. Precisely because I think liberal feminism 
furnishes compelling diagnoses of these injustices and illuminating prescriptions 
for rectification, it strikes me as important to address the hard cases that it faces. 
These are cases wherein apparent choice seemingly shields inequity from 
censure—the cases that have long been regarded … as poison for liberal 
feminists.”



Discussion Questions
Discussion Question 

1
Gendered Division of Labor: 

What is it?

In the background of this 
dispute is that there is a 
“gendered division of labor”.

Do you think this is true? Can 
you think of examples?

Discussion Question 
2

Gendered Division of Labor: 
Unjust?

In the background of this 
dispute is that there is a 
“gendered division of labor”.

Is it unjust? And, if so, for what 
reason? (Is it because of an 
unfair distribution of goods?)

Discussion Question 
3

Gendered Division of Labor: 
Solutions?

In the background of this 
dispute is that there is a 
“gendered division of labor”.

What could be done about this? 
What should be done about this?



Questions?


